preparing at this time to work towards some such, end ; this being one of those struggles between Prerogative and Privilege in which it was of vital importance to avoid a definite and declared victory on, either side.
If so, his readiness to take the part assigned, whatever his private opinion may have been on the point of law, is sufficiently accounted for: he could not have served the King better. And on the other hand, if he was willing to undertake and desirous to succeed in it, his appearance at the head of a Committee of Conference would give them countenance and strength. If the House could trust him, nothing was more natural than that they should employ him. That in a business so delicate and difficult, so distasteful to the higher powers, and so easy to make miscarry, they should have felt they could trust him, was to his credit and to theirs. But it is evident they did.
They proceeded warily; and to make more sure of their ground, and prevent the danger of being confounded by the production on the sudden of some new unexpected precedent, they took the precaution, before agreeing upon their message to the Lords, of inviting all dissentients to make known their objections. At the debate in which this motion was made, Bacon was present and spoke. But though he raised some questions and desired further inquiry as to certain of the positions which it was proposed that he should himself maintain, it is clear from the notes of his speech that he did not mean to raise again the question of the King's right, but was willing in a general way to accept the part assigned to him.
It was spoken on the 16fch of May. But it was not till the 21st that they were ready to send their message
